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" ost of us may not live in a mansion the

size of La Selva, site of the recent ST lnSIde L g
deSIgners shnwcase |
o 2009 20

Mansions & Millionaires Designers’
Showcase 20089 (although for a cool
$14.5 million you could). We still view our
homes as our personal castles, though.
We want a place that is comfortable and comforting,
that reflects our style and taste, and welcomes family
and friends. Achieving this vision, however, is another
matter. That's where the talent and creativity of an experienced interior
designer makes all the difference — as evidenced by the beautifully appointed

--rooms on these pages. While many reflect design on a grand scale, there are

plenty of clever, practical ideas that can be translated to more modest spaces,
perhaps your own living room or master suite.

In La Selva’s elegant ballroom-sized dining room, Keith Baltimore
(baltimoredesigncenter.com) avoided the obvious by opting for two large
round tables rather than a conventional banguet table. "Round tables are
better for conversation,” he explains, and also maximize the flow of movement
in the space. The coffered ceiling, dark woodwork and deep red marble floor
were balanced by pale walls, carpeting and upholstery, and by the designer’s
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By Mary Stipe

eclectic nmnix of accessories. Instead of traditional
chandeliers, contemporary shades hang above the
tables, wihile “driftwood” floor lamps cast their light
on a Renaissance-era painting that is original to the
house. The tabletop centerpieces are layered with
moss and fanciful insects that seem poised to climb
the tree branch sculptures, proving that a sense of
humeor is an asset, even when designing such an
imposing room.
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details. In the dining room, befow
left, Keith Baltimore added drama
to the French doors by hanging
stationary silk drapery panels
outside the frames. Sheer
moveable panels on the doors
can be closed to temper the light.

 Layers of bold pattern in s muted
palette of tea) and brown tumed

right, into a show-stopper. To

proportion,

area into visual
Duneier chose the houndstooth
room seem wider, and papered

the walls and ceiling to add

architectural interest where ﬂﬂl‘lﬂ ,
existed,

The informal dining area created
by Tarasoff Interiors, below right,
has a lovely focal point in the bay
windows. The fabric in the roman
shades was replicated in the
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